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GRAND FORKS AIRPORT 
VEHICLE OPERATION PROCEDURES 

(AVOP) 
Guidelines for the Operation of Vehicles on 

Grand Forks Airport Movement Areas  
 
1.0 Air Side Vehicle Operators Permit  
 

1.1 No person shall operate a vehicle on the airside area unless: 
 

1.2 The Airport Manager or his/her designate authorizes that person to 
operate a vehicle in that area. 

 
1.3 The Person has signed and submitted to the Airport Manager the 

accompanying statement acknowledging that they understand and will 
comply with these guidelines. 

 
2.0 Definitions  
 

2.1 Vehicle  An automobile, bicycle, over-snow vehicle, truck, bus or any self-
propelled vehicle or device in, on or by which a person or thing is or may 
be transported, carried, or conveyed on land and includes a machine 
designed to derive support in the atmosphere from reactions against the 
earth’s surface of air expelled from the machine, but does not include an 
aircraft. 

 
2.2 Airside  That area of an Airport intended to be used for activities related 

to aircraft operations and to which public access is normally restricted. 
 
2.3 Manoeuvring Area  That part of an aerodrome intended to be used for 

the taking off and landing of aircraft and the movement of aircraft 
associated with taking off and landing, excluding aprons. 

 
2.4 Movement Area  That part of an aerodrome to be used for the surface 

movement of aircraft and includes the manoeuvring areas and aprons. 
 

2.5 Restricted Radiotelephone Operator’s Certificate  A document issued 
by the Department of Communications certifying that the holder may act 
as an operator on any aeronautical-land radio station fitted with 
radiotelephone equipment only, transmitting on fixed frequencies and not 
open to public correspondence.  

 
2.6 Apron Area  That part of an aerodrome that may be used for the surface 

movement of aircraft and excludes the maneuvering area. 
 
 



Airport Vehicle Operation Procedures  Amendment #1 July 16, 2004 3

3.0 Responsibilities and Duties  
 

3.1 Each employer must ensure that their employees are qualified to operate 
vehicles and equipment, which they are required to operate in the course 
of performing their duties on the airside. 

 
3.2 Every vehicle operator requires liability insurance coverage. 
 
3.3 Before operating a motor vehicle on the airside of an airport the vehicle 

operator must become familiar with these regulations and procedures as 
laid out and obtain authorization from the Airport Manager or his 
designates. 

 
3.4 If you encounter any obstruction or potentially hazardous condition on any 

aircraft movement surfaces, remove it to a designated disposal unit, or 
report its nature and location to the Airport Manager. 

 
3.5 The access gate is to be closed immediately behind the vehicle upon entry 

to, and exit from, the airport movement area. 
 

3.6 It is the responsibility of the vehicle operator to ensure that no pedestrians 
or vehicles enter the airport movement area while they are 
opening/closing or passing through the access gate. 

 
4.0 General Vehicle Operating Procedures  
 

4.1 Aircraft always have the right-of-way.   A vehicle operator, therefore, shall 
yield to any aircraft, before entering an airport movement area. 

 
4.2 Every operator of a vehicle in an airside area shall yield the right-of-way to 

an emergency vehicle with warning devices operating. 
 
4.3 Smoking is not permitted on apron areas or other prohibited areas.  This 

prohibition applies to persons both inside and outside vehicles and 
equipment. 

 
4.4 Vehicles must be parked only in approved areas when not in immediate 

use.  Equipment and vehicles shall not be parked or left unattended on 
aircraft movement areas without the permission of the airport manager. 

 
4.5 No person shall: 
 

• Throw, deposit or knowingly leave on a road, apron or manoeuvring 
area at any airport any glass, nails, tacks, scraps of metal, chemical 
substance or other material that may damage any aircraft or 
vehicle; or 




